
Covid 19: Written Answer Reports 
Week beginning 8th February 2021 

 
9/2/2021 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask 

the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on the financial support 

for childminders that it announced on 21 January 2021. (S5W-35068) 

Maree Todd: The Deputy First Minister announced a £1m Childminding Business 

Sustainability Fund on the 21 January. Since then we have worked closely with 

stakeholders, including the Scottish Childminding Association and the Unite the 

Union Childminding Branch, to discuss the targeting of this fund to those most in 

need. 

 

Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 

To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on whether 

prelim exams will go ahead in March 2021 and, if so, how these will take account 

of any disruption resulting from the long-term school closures. (S5W-34940) 

John Swinney: Supporting the health and wellbeing of our teachers and lecturers, 

other school and college staff and learners is of paramount importance and we are 

committed to ensuring that learners can be fairly assessed this year. The National 

Qualifications 2021 Group has clarified that there is no expectation that schools or 

colleges hold prelims. It is for schools and colleges to decide on the best 

assessment approaches, and timings, for gathering learner evidence. This 

approach provides local flexibility to plan assessments against local circumstances 

in these unique times. 

 
I am aware that some schools and colleges will already have held prelims, and 

these may contribute towards evidence and teachers’ and lecturers’ determination 

of the provisional results for National Qualifications courses. However, while 

results from prelims which have been held or which are planned can contribute to 

learner evidence, schools and colleges will be drawing on a wider range of 

evidence in arriving at the provisional results for individual learners this year. 

These results will be subject to local and national quality assurance. These 

provisional results are to be submitted to the Scottish Qualifications Authority by 

the later date of 18 June 2021. 

 

The priority for schools and colleges at this time should be to maximise learning 

and teaching, and consolidate learning, with final assessments of learner 

attainment to inform the provisional results taking place later in the 2020-21 

session. 

 

10/2/2021 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 

ask the Scottish Government what its response is to concerns raised by the 



Institute for Fiscal Studies that the long-term closure of schools could lead to a “lost 

generation” of pupils. (S5W-34939) 

John Swinney: The Institute of Fiscal Studies (IFS) observation report, published 

on 1 February, summarises the impact of the pandemic across a range of factors 

including the impact on learners from disadvantaged backgrounds. 

Our 2021 budget plans set out more than £127 million in pupil equity funding to go 

towards supporting learners from disadvantaged circumstances and a further £30m 

to support schools to cope with the ongoing effects of Covid. We will continue to 

engage with professional associations, teachers and education experts as we 

develop and refine our recovery plans. Our approach will be guided by a range of 

reports, including the Scottish Government’s Equity Audit (published in January 

2021). 

The IFS report itself does not refer to a "lost generation" and the Scottish 

Government does not view the current generation of learners as a lost generation. 

The government will continue to take every necessary step to ensure that all of our 

learners, whatever their background or circumstances, are supported to re-engage 

with their learning and to obtain the knowledge, skills and attributes needed to 

succeed. 

 
11/2/2021 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 

Party): To ask the Scottish Government, regarding the current guidance which 

states that children under 12 can meet outside for organised activities, whether it will 

change this to instead refer to children attending primary school and younger, in 

order to prevent the potential isolation of some primary school children who will turn 

12 from March onwards. (S5W-34850) 

Maree Todd: The Organised activities for children guidance was updated on 5 

January 2021 to bring it into line with the Stay at home guidance . The guidance is 

for organised unregulated activities and services provided outdoors for children, 

including babies and toddlers, that are voluntary, third sector, parent or peer led or 

unregulated private providers delivering a service or activity directly to children and 

young people at Level 4 temporary lock down only. Areas that are not in Level 4 

can continue to deliver organised activities for all children under 18. 

 
In line with the broader socialisation rules, and based on expert advice, this 

guidance is now for under 12s only, and there is no intention to change it at this 

time. 

The guidance will be kept under review and updated as necessary taking 
account of any further scientific or medical advice. 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

what discussions it has about postponing or cancelling this year’s prelim exams, 

given the interruption to schooling since the start of the term in January 2021. 

(S5W-35019) 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-organised-activities-for-children/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/


John Swinney: Since the announcement of the introduction of remote learning on 

4 January, the National Qualifications 2021 Group, which draws its membership 

from the Association of Directors of Education in Scotland, Colleges Scotland, 

Education Scotland, the Educational Institute of Scotland, School Leaders 

Scotland, the Scottish Council of Independent Schools, Scottish Qualifications 

Authority, the Scottish Government, National Parent Forum of Scotland, and the 

Scottish Youth Parliament, has been considering the impact this will have on the 

delivery of National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher courses under the alternative 

certification model. 

 
The priority for schools and colleges at this time should be to maximise learning 

and teaching, and consolidate learning, with final assessments of learner 

attainment to inform the provisional results taking place later in the 2020-21 

session. 

 
The Group has clarified that there is no expectation that schools or colleges hold 

prelims. It is for schools and colleges to decide on the best assessment 

approaches, and timings, for gathering learner evidence. This approach provides 

local flexibility to plan assessments against local circumstances in these unique 

times. 
 

I am aware that some schools and colleges will already have held prelims, and 

these may contribute towards evidence and teachers’ and lecturers’ determination 

of the provisional results for National Qualifications courses. However, while 

results from prelims which have been held or which are planned can contribute to 

learner evidence, schools and colleges will be drawing on a wider range of 

evidence in arriving at the provisional results for individual learners this year. 

These results will be subject to local and national quality assurance. These 

provisional results are to be submitted to the Scottish Qualifications Authority by 

the later date of 18 June 2021. 

 
12/2/2021 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

whether secondary schools have been advised to not hold preliminary exams in the 

current academic year. (S5W-35070) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answers provided to the questions raised 

by Jamie Greene (reference S5W-34940) on 9 February 2021 and Pauline McNeill 

(reference S5W-35019) on 11 February 2021. 

 

All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament's 

website, the search facility for which can be found at 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx

